
November 26,1995 

Prof. Yehoshua Lederberg 
Rockefeller University 
1230 York Ave. 
New York 100214399 
USA 

Dear Prof. Lederberg, 

As we approach tie centennial of the founding of the Zionist movement and the jubilee of 
the establishment of the State of Israel, we consider it essential that those who think and care 
about the integrity and solidarity of the Jewish people recognize the changes that have 
transformed our State and our people in recent years, and that we ready ourselves for the new 
challenges that we can anticipate in the years and decades ahead. To that end, we have decided 
to form a commission on the future of the relationship between Jews in Israel and the Diaspora, 
and we are pleased to extend to you our cordial invitation to serve as a member of that 
commission. 

We extend this invitation to ten Israeli Jews and ten Diaspora Jews who have 
distinguished themselves in the intellectual, professional, communal find economic life of their 
respective countries. We ask you and your colleagues to bring the creative ingenuity and the 
profound commitments that have animated your own work to this project of cultural planning for 
the Jewish people. 

It is our hope that the commission will focus its attention on the cultural, spiritual and 
social trends that now characterize the Jewish people in its Land and in its Diasporas, and that it 
will produce an action plan, to be put before existing institutions or to be made the task of 
institutions that would have to be created for the purpose. We ask you and your colleagues to 
produce an action plan that would strengthen the common culture and the shared experience of 
Jews wherever they live, that would join the limitless resources of our tradition with the untapped 
potential of the newest technologies for learning and communication, and that would bridge the 
many different languages and frames of reference that increasingly divide us 



Dt.C~nwillphonegoubytbe~ofpe~rtweektodiecurrthe~~tbic 
commission &, w6 hope, your psrticipath io it6 work Should you wish to so&act him 800!%6r, 
you may reach him a2: The brad Democracy Xmitute, P. 0, Box 4702, hnWm, 91040 Israe& 
telepho~9722618244;fb 9722635319. 

/ 
Dr. Azye Camon 
PR&derrt 
Israel Democracy Institute 


